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their house already carpeted, furnished and
equipped with a wireless. They are pre-
pared to face the hard way. All they are
asking is for a reasonable opportunity.

The essential difference between the pre-
sent and the last war scheme is that the
early pioneers developed the country for
the benefit of the State and bad to carry the
baby; they had to pay the whole bill. To-
day it is only reasonable to say to the
fellows, "The nation has carried out the
early development and yours is the task of
carrying it on, but even so it is going to be
hard work. You are not going to be sure
of earning a living and paying your rent
and instalments if you are going to sit on
the bones of your backside all day. You
have to work, and that means the hard way!'
That is what is meant by that remark, and
I believe it is necessary. There should be
a greater degree of encouragement of the
pioneering spirit which does not induce
young fellows to look upon Governments
and authorities as sources from whence their
living and everything else is going to eman-
ate for ever and aye, but to go out and
search for avenues for themselves. They
must be encouraged by the knowledge that
they will be assisted in their search and that,
when they have found the correct avenue,
they will be rewarded.

I hope some of the difficulties in the mat-
ter of soldier settlement will be cleared up
as the result of Mr. Fyfe's visit to the East-
ern States. The proposition to put these
men on to farms before the houses and so
on are ready was discussed by us with Mr.
Fyfe and the Minister early in the -year, and
was agreed to, though we did not lie the
idea, being fearful of Governments not
keeping their promises-that applies to any
Government. In this case we felt it was
better to take that risk than to wait for
years. I put up the same proposition to
Mr. Dedman, in Canberra. As I said by
way of interjection, Mr. MeLaren, who
seems to be the king-pin in this matter,
agreed that there was merit in the proposi-
tion, but by the time it get to the Minister
he said we must he bound by the letter of
the law. I hope that as the result of Mr.
Fyfe's visit we will be able to hoist the flag
of victory that I mentioned earlier and say,
"At last we have the first soldier settler on
a farm." I hope the returned soldiers will
have a Christmas box of hope this year.

There will be great rejoicing throughout the
land when the first soldier settler is in-
stalled on a farm.

The Minister for Lands: It would be
much better to be able to say that one sol-
dier settler had been a success.

Mr. LESLIE: The danger is that there
may be too many strings tied to it and that
the men will be hamstrung to an extent
where they cannot take advantage of the
golden opportunity. There is a rule in the
Army which is drilled into everyone, from
the most senior officer to the lowest in the
ranks. It is, "Do something, even i-f it is
w ro ng, do it. You can remedy an error but
cannot make up for lost opportunity."

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps that
is 'why the Army had so many men ilfled.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Farmers' Dbtls Adjustment,
£61,,280; Rural and Industries Bank, £.5-
agreed to.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) .I move--

That the House at its rising adjourn till 4.30
p.m. en Thursday, the 10th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.

TEgtP ttr O'unrif.

Thursday, .10th October, 19416.

1111k: Lelsative Council Referendum, 2a.
Mebe serdd
Roadendment Rn.

Totalisator Duity Act Amendment, 22,

Pies
119412o0

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and -read prayers.
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BIL-LEGISLATIVS COUNCIL see this class of legislation introduced makes
REFERENDUM

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 8th October.

HON. V. HANEBBLEY (East) [4.34]:
This Bill is, in my opinion, a very important
measure, and in view of the elections that
have just taken place and the results in con-
nection with the Federal Referendum, it
strikes me that it would be a very dangerous
proceeding were we to attempt to do any-
thing in the direction suggested in the Hill at
the present time and to refer such important
matters to the people. To do so would be to
court disaster. It is generally recognised that
one of the principal planks in the platform
of the Labour Party is one seeking to do
away with the Legislative Council. There
are various other organisations holding simi-
lar ideas. In view of the temper of thc
people--I suppose it is due to the effects of
the war-there seems to be a tendency to
smash things about.

Eon. G. Fraser: You are a bit afraid the
referendum might be carried I

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It would be
foolish to submit a matter of such vital im-
portance to the people. There may be good
reasons for effecting alterations regarding
the constitution of the Legislative Council,
but to put the question proposed to the
people at this juncture would be absolute
folly on the part of any people who care-
fully consider the welfare of their country.
At any rate, that is my opinion. I imagine
that those associated with the Labour Party
think that wisdom rests with them alone and
that no-one else has a right to a different
opinion. Obviously, they seek to gain full
control. I certainly feel that the tendency
all round today is to pull things down,
whereas all my early training has led me
throughout my life to be concerned rather
with building up and trying to improve upon
conditions that exist.

I seek to take notice of history and en-
deavour to learn from what has taken place
in the past, thrusting aside anything that is
unsuitable to our conditions. On the other
hand, where any country has improved its
position we could very well follow a similar
procedure and stick rigidly to principles that
have been found beneficial in the develop-
ment of nations throughout the world. To

me very sad. In fact, I look upon it almost
as playing with poison. Why put a knife
into the hands of those who threaten to take
away one's life, freedom or libertyq Why
put a weapon in their hands to enable them
to do so? Having said this much I trust I
have conveyed to the House that I have no
intention of voting for the Bill. I am de-
finitely opposed to it, and I hope members
will view it in the same light. We know the
Old Country has adopted the bicameral sys-
tern. During the period of her history she
tried out various experiments and finally
came to the conclusion that the second
Chamber was necessary.

In Britain it is recognised that they must
look to the second Chamber to protect the
thrifty portion of the community and to en-
sure that the rank and file are not allowed
to run about like children without any pro-
vision for studying or extending considera-
tion to the interests of other than themselves.
In America the single Chamber system was
tried out and found unworkable. When the
Constitution of the United States was framed
the bicameral system was adopted and has
been adhered to ever since. That applies not
only to the nation as a whole but to the
separate States as well. Why we should be
monkeying about with our Constitution and,
as it were, endeavouring to teach our rand-
mothers to suck eggs-bless my soul, it seems
a waste of time and folly and a serious
danger.

Hon. G. Fraser: What danger is there?

Hon. V. HAIIERSLEY: The danger of
leading many young people astray. That
is a very serious matter. We shall have much
trouble ahead of us if we give votes to
younger people and still younger people.
My impression is that many of them have
not yet cut their wisdom teeth and should
be restrained until they have learnt some of
the difficulties with which the country has
to contend. They would thus have the ad-
vantage of experience before being allowed
to vote and thus, Perhaps, avoid putting the
State on a wrong basis.

Hon. G. Fraser: You believe in people
of the calibre you mention giving shop-
keepers the right to keep their shops open
on Saturday afternoons, but not the right
to say what their governmental institutions
shall be.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I believe in giv-
ing people local option in that respect. Thiey
should have the right to decide a matter
of that nature.

Hon. G. Fraser:- But you would Dot give
them the same opportunity on this ques-
tion.

Hon. V. HAMEUSLEY:- Not the whole
community, such as this measure contem-
plates. The El!, if passed, would give the
rank and file of the community who have
not yet cut their wisdom teeth the right to
vote on this important matter. We must
take a lesson from the recent referendum.
Large numbers of people, by the way they
voted, showed that they had not studied
the questions at all. A tremendous proportion
of those votes were absolutely wasted. Those
exercising the franchise in that way did
not appreciate what the result of the vote
would be, nor did they know what they
were plunging themselves and others into.
Therefore, I am not at all inclined to give
such persons a vote to enable them to de-
cide whether this Chamber is to be thrown
to the winds, when the result of that deter-
mination might be that we would be gov'-
erned by one Chamber. In every place
where that system has been tried the people
were sorry that they made the change.

Hon. 0. Fraser: Queensland would not go
hack to two Chambers.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: A referendum
was held in Queensland. The people voted
for the Council's retention and I do
not know by what schemne the Govern-
ment there was able to induce the Gov-
ernor to destroy the second Chamber.
I think many people in Queensland are very
sorry that it has, not been restored. I under-
stand that there are large numbers of people
in Queensland who say that it would he
very much better for the State if the Legis-
lative Council were restored. 'One distinct
advantage of the second Chamber is this:
As Bills are introduced in the Lower House,
the public learn of their contents for the
first time. Very frequently, as a result of
the discussions in the Assembly, the people
come along to the Legislative Council and
say, "We want you to look very carefully
into the measures now before the other
Chamber; we learn from the daily Press
what it is suggested shall be done." The
people who would be adversely affected by
that legislation implore the Legislative Coun-

cil to get them out of their difficulty, because
they say they will be in dire trouble if the
proposals arc agreed to. Very frequently
those in charge of the measures in the Lower
House say, "We applaud the second Cham-
ber for the fact that new thoughts are
brought bef ore us of which we were not
aware." The second Chamber has thus often
been able to save the country from what
otherwise might have been a disaster.

Our system of government works satis-
factorily. It also works wvell in Groat Bri-
tain, America and other countriesg. Why try
to change it? We as a nation are still young.
We certainly have had a wonderful example
set before us by the Commonwealth Con.-
stittition. Although it is modelled to a great
extent on the American Constitution, in my
opinion the Senate can only be described
as a rubber stamp. It is not carrying out
what it was intended to do, namely, to act
as the saviour of the States. It abandoned
that function almost from its very commence-
ment, and it is now only representative of
one party. Thu second Chamber is not sup-
posed to be a party House; it is supposed
to protect the broader principles of govern-
ment. As I say, I view the Senate as aL
rubber stamp for anything that the House
of Representatives likes to bring forward.
I have stated may views and (10 not wish
to take up the time of the House further.
I shall vote against the measure and hope
there will be enough members in this Cham-
ber to prevent the Bill from getting on the
Statute Book.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [4.49): 1
regret that, through illness, I have not been
in my usual place in the House dluring this;
debate, nor 'was I even present to hear the
Minister introduce the Bill. U~nless the intro-
duction was made in much more brilliant
style than it reads, I am afr-aid it impresses
me but little. As a matter of fact, I
do not recall an occasion wvhen so much
piffling stuff was advanced that did not
apply to the measure at at. 'Whoever
prepared the speech ought to try again
and put up something sound, something
applicable to the measure, something
dealing with the position, instead of
introducing many matters that do not con-
cern the state of this House. However, I
have not the slightest intention of taking up
the time of members in replying to the speech.
I made some notes but mislaid them today and
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it is probably a good job I did-for the
Minister it is, anyway! If one considers
the Bill one realises that it is a monument
of hypocrisy by the present Government. In
the first place the Bill emanates from a Gov-
ernment representing a majority of the
people in the other Chamber. Does that
Chamber, as a result of the condition it has
been in for so many years, reflect credit
upon the present CGvernment? Is it fair
representation of the people? We all know
it is not, yet the Government continually
drags a red herring across the trail by per-
sistently referring to (lie Upper House andi
its minorities.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Government men,-
hers in the Assembly represent a majority
of the members of the State.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That may be so,
hut the Government members in the As-
sembly take mighty fine care that the rolls
of this House are kept on the basis9 of a
very low minority. It is unfortunate that
the Legislative Council agreed to the Elec-
toral Districts Act Amendment Bill of 1928.
Under the 1923 Act, which that Bill
amended, a reasonable basis was establishied.
A large section of the community and a
great portion of the State received some-
thing like proper consideration at that
time, but under the 1028 amendment the
l)osition was brought about that the four
principal Goldfields seats-where, under the
1923 Act, each elector represented one vote
-were included in the mining and pastoral
areas, and each vote counted as two for the
quota. That has brought about an unrcnson-
able situation. Then there was an altera-
tion in the metropolitan area. Under the
1923 Act every three electors counted as one
for the quota, and by the 1928 amendment
every three electors counted as two.

That created the position under which the
country has suffered a Labour Government
for such a long period; a Government repre-
senting one section only. The Government
is never tired-nor are its supporters-of
prating about the minority in the Legisla-
tive Council. Mr. Fraser interjected at
moment ago, but has he, or other supporters
of the Government, ever done anything to
try to improve that minortAy9 The
Chief Electoral Officer, in giving evidence
before the Select Committee, said, in answer
to a question, that his estimate was that
only half of those entitled to have their
names on the Legislative Council rolls were so

enrolled. Knowing that, the Chief Electoral
Officer naturally wanted to improve thc
position. In answer to a further question
he said that he had, time and again, ap-
proached the Government for funds to try
to improve the Council rolls, and had received
a point blank refusal each time. Yet the Gov-
ernment that refused his requests found
money to deal with the Assembly rolls, for
which enrolment is compulsory.

How can the Government, in view of that,
have the effrontery to put a Bill of this
nature before Parliament? Not only has
the Government not attempted to improve
the Legislative Council rolls, but it has set
out to ensure that they were not improved.
I will give my own ease: In the early
part of last year, 1945, 1 rote to the Min-
ister asking if the Government would print
the rolls so that something could be done
in the way of purifying themr. I pointed
out that I had been to the Chief Electoral
Officer who had supplied me with u master
roll, printed in 1943, a supplement to that
roll,' and 11 foolscap sheets closely typed
with names for alterations to the roll.
I was not prepared to try to clarify
the rolls by dealing with the three docu-
ments and much less to ask my friends or
agents in the country to take those doeii-
ments in hand to try to improve the East
Province roll. The reply I received was
that the Government could not see its way
clear to do it at the time.

Naturally I repeated may request and I
got the answer that the Government would
be printing the rolls at the end of the year;,
that is, at the end of 1045. The Govern-
went knew perfectly well that the Govern-
ment Printer would be so busy with parlia-
mentary work that there would be no
chance of his printing these rolls before
the first few weeks in January, or late in
December at the earliest. Assuming that
he got on to the job by the 1st Xanuary,
what opportunity was there in the small
period of time available to deal with the
roll for a big province such as the East
Province, quite apart from the others?
In the metropolitan area, by the expendi-
ture of a large amount of money, that could
be done but not in a province of the magni-
tude of the one I represent. That pro-
vince now contains the low number of 9,200
electors and the Chief Electoral Officer
states that only 50 per cent. of those ea-
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titled to the franchise are on the roll. If
the East Province roll included 100 per
-cent. of those entitled to be enrolled, there
would be, to my knowledge, no less than
24,000 electors on it.

Yet here is the Government bringing
down a Bill to hold a referendum because
we represent such a low minority as com-
pared with the numbers represented in the
Assembly. The Government is not prepared
to do anything to alter that minority bad
give to the people the representation that
they are entitled to. It is a great reflec-
tion on the people of the State that they
are not on the Legislative Council rolls. I
have found that some who declaim against
the Legislative Council ure entitled to be
enrolled but have not taken the trouble to
do so, and the attitude of the Government
does not encourage them to become enrol-
led-in fact, it discourages them.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you think that
many of them do not understand the quali-
fications?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, and I think
also that they do not try to find out about
these things, Lad they are not helped iii
any way by the Government, through the
Electoral Department, to do so.

Hon. A. Thomson: They are finding out
in the lion. member's province because he
has sent a man out.

Hon. G. Fraser: The lion, member be-
lieves in the old adage that God helps those
who help themselves, and that applies to
the West Province.

lHon. C. F. BAXTER: The West Pro-
vince. is a pocket borough compared with
thip country provinces, had in that province
there is a chance to do something in a
period of three or four months; but there
is no chance of doing anything in less than
12 or 18 months in a large country pro-
vinee. The Government shuts its eyes. It
does not want any improvement to take
place in the Council, but it finds money for
enrolments for the Assembly although en-
rolment for that Chamber is compulsory and
people are prosecuted if they do not obey
the lawv in that respect. Could not the
money spent on the Assembly rolls be better
used on the Council rolls? The Govern-
ment, however, will not spend money in
that direction. The little that was spent
prior to the recent elections for the Legis-

lative Council was not worth talking about.
Notwithstanding that, this House is now
asked to agree to a Hill to put a ref eren-
dum before those poor people who were
misled as to the value of the Legislative
Council by reason of the action of the Gov-
ernment in not attempting to bring the
rolls up to date.

The Government is also asking people to
vote on a questionu about which they know
nothing. A referendum at any time pro-
vides for a curious mixture of misunder-
standings. Very few people know what a
referendum is all about. Take the case of
the Federal Referendum held recently! A
vast number of people did not know what
they were voting for nor did they under-
stand how detrimental those questions were
to the welfare of Western Australia. We
find Labour supporters admitting that
power should be taken from Western Aus-
tralia, power to control industrial matters,
and put into the hands of the Common-
wealth Government. There is little doubt
they will be cursed later on for voting in
that direction, hut that is another question.
I intend to vote against the second reading
of this Bill. The measure is entirely un-
justified. There is no ground for the Gov-
enment putting it before us, and no ground
for asking the people to vote on so mis-
leading a question about which they have
so little knowledge owing to the fact that
no attempt hs been made by the Govern-
ment to put the Legislative Council on a
better footing.

HON. W. J1. MANN (South-West) [5.3]:
As I do not wish to east a silent vote on this
question, I propose to make one or two ob-
servations. I have not had an opportunity to
hear the earlier debates and I did not hear
the remarks of the Honorary Minister when
introducing the Bill. I presume it will be
claimed that this measure envisages a cer-
tain amount of electoral reform. We all
agree that in the course of time, whether it
be on electoral matters or on other ques-
tions, circumstances may arise when a re-
vision of our laws, and even of our Constitu-
tion, may he called for. I cannot make my-
self believe that the introduction of this
particular Bill is a genuine attempt at ele-
toail reform in this State.

On the other hand, I say boldly that it
represents nothing more nor less than hum-
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bug and hypocrisy on the part of the Gov-
ernment. Had the Government the courage
it pretends to have, it would apply electoral
reform to the whole State, but it has not
the courage because, as Mr. Baxter said, it
Possesses a number of pocket boroughs that
it would be fearful of losing. Consequently,
in order to get a few more supporters, it
brings up the question of electoral reform as
regards the Upper House at various periods,
knowing full wvell that most sensible people
in Western Australia look upon its action as
so much nonsense.

The Chief Secretary: Why not let the
people have a say on the subject?

Ron. W. J. MANN: Why allow the Gov-
ernment to waste more money in doing un-
necessary things? If the Government were
really in earnest, it would bring down some-
thing the people would be glad to consider,
something that members of this Chamber
would be glad to consider. Possibly some
people cannot give attention to anything that
does not suit their particular line of thought,
but I am talking about those who are a little
more broadmninded. I say that the people
would gladly take an interest in real electoral
reform if it were put up to them. My opinion
is that we could do with fewer members of
Parliament, but we are not going to get the
right type of men to govern this country
unless we are able to compensate them for
the time they devote to their duties.

Hon. G. Fraser: I know where 30 of them
could be cut out.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The 29 might be a
loss, but I would not like to say anything
about the thirtieth. I might go even further
and say I knew where wve could cut out 50
members of Parliament. We might well con-
sider cutting out the Legislative Assembly,
and converting the Legislative Council into
the administrative body of this country, at
the same time paying members an amount
commensurate with the duties that would de-
volve upon them.

Hon. E. Mf. Heenan: How much would
that be?

Hon. W. J. MANN: The hon. member
knows what it costs to maintain the Legis-
lative Assembly. He can apply that cost to
the argument; that will do me to start with.
I have not worked out the figure myself. If
there is to be electoral reform in this country,
it must be on broad lines, and the Position

must be regarded in a broad way. There
must be no tinkering with the idea of abolish-
ing the Upper House by reason of the fact
that this Chamber has so often been wrongly
abused and blamed for dropping Govern-
ment legislation. One only needs to look
down the list year after year to see the in-
finitesimal number of measures that are
thrown out by this House. That is a fact
well known to all members. it is an old
charge against this House on the part of its
opponents, and it is indeed the only reason
they can advance for the abolition of the
Council.

I was one of the ten members who went
before the electors in the early part of this
year. I think I stated in the House that
when I next had an opportunity of going
before the electors I would make the ques-
tion of whether they desired the abolition
of the Legislative Council one of the fea-
tures of my campaign. I did that. On every
occasion when I spoke at 28 meetings there
were very good attendances, and, with the ex-
ception of one drunken man who apologised
afterwards, I did not meet one elector who,
either by question or interjection at these
meetings, or by discussion in the street be-
fore or after the election, ever advanced any-
thing that could be construed into a desire
to abolish this Chamber. On the other hand,
there were dozens of men who said, "We are
glad to have heard what you said about the
Legislative Council; do not countenance any
tinkering with that Chamber." That was the
mandate given to me by the people who re-
turned me by the biggest majority I have
ever had. On that pround, as well as others
that I have advanced, I shall be amongst
those who will vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill.

HON. G. BENNETYS (South) (5.12]:
I did not intend to speak on this Bill, as I
support it, hut, after listening to the re-
marks made by Mr. Mann concerning the
lack of interjectors at the meetings he at.
tended, I feel I should relate my own ex-
perience. I made a house to house canvass
prior to the election and I met not one per-
son but dozens who were in favour of the
abolition of this Chamber. That is a fact.
During my campaign, both on the platform
and elsewhere, it was put to me on every
occasion, "Do you favour the abolition of
the Legislative Council?"
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Hon. C. F. Baxter:. That was not very
flattering to you.

Hon, G. BENNETTS: People said it
wvas a big- waste of the taxpayers' money to
allow it to continue. Those were the state-
nients put to me.

Hon. W. J. Mann: By people who did
not understand the situation.

Hon. G. BENNETT B: I believe that in
all municipal and government affairs gener-
ally, people should be compelled to enrol.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What did you tell
the people?

Hion. G. BENNETT 8: I said I was in
favour of abolishing this Chamber. That
wats the position. I had to say I was pre-
pared to go to work if this Chamber no
longer existed. I support the Bill.

RON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.14]: I think this may be re.
garded as a hardy annual. On previous
occasions I have made myself quite clear as
to my attitude on this question. It is essen-
tial that we should continue the hi-camera)
system. I have always stood for that and
I suppose I will continue to believe that that
system is essential. We are asked to allow
the people to vote on the question whether
or not this House should he abolished so
that there might be one.Chamber only. Mr.
Bennetts stated that hundreds of people
have told him this House ought to he abol-
ished. If he had asked the same question
concerning the Legislative Assembly, I think
they would also have aWeed that it should
be abolished.

Hon. U. Fraser: That is only supposi-
tion.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It is no more
supposition than what I hear down the
street (lay after day, people asking, "What
is the use of any House of Parliament?"
This question is probably asked thoughtless.
ly, but there are very few people who really
appreciate what Parliament is and means
and what it does. We may take people
from any walk of life and find amongst
them many who contend that it is simply a
waste of money having a Parliament and
ask, "Why not get one or two men to run
the country?" To do that would not be
democratic. I believe in democracy, though
I do not believe in the present form of
democracy. I do not approve of putting

questions before people who have no inter-
et -whatever in them, who do not know what
they mean and have no desire to learn or
understand their purport. Yet such people
are to be forced under the pain and penalty
of a fine to vote at the referendum.

The ordinary way in which such ques-
tions are put is to be reversed because it is
well known when people are instructed to
-vote one, two, they do so, numbering the
paper from the top downwards. So "Yes"
is to lie put on top and "No" below. Hence a
large number of people who do not wish to
vote wiUl say, "Very well, we will just put
the figures one and two in that order." I
direct attention to the enormous number of
informal votes at the recent Commonwealth
Referendum when people had to mark their
papers 1, 2. Does it not show that the
people, who voted informally on a questioL
where they had only to indicate their desire
as being "e" or "no" are not qualified to
(lecide what form of government they should
have? They do not care; they do not worry.
There are many people nowadays who are
of the opinion that all they have to worry
about is getting three meals a day and a bed.
They are content to let somebody else worry
about the future of the country. It is our
(duty to protect those people against them-
selves. I have said before, and I repeat,
that a single House of Parliament consti-
tutes a very grave danger. If we had only
one Chamber, the party with the majority
in that Chamber wvould form the Govern-
ment.

Ron. C. B3. Williams: What about the
Commonwealth? How does that apply to
the next tbree years?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: 1 am fearful
and tremble to think of what is likely to
happen in the next three years.

Ron. C. B. Williams: But that is your
system. You were sticking up for it,

Hon. H1. S). W. PARKER: No; what I
wvish to impress upon members is that I be-
lie-vr- in demiocracy, but I (d0 not believe in
eonpellfig people to rote when they do not
take any, interest in public questions and
do not want to vote. We all know that the
mnan whosec name appears at the top of the
ballot paper has a great advantage. No-one
knows better than does the hon. member that
in Labour circles when a selection ballot i~s
being taken, lots are drawn by the candi-
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dates to determine whose name shall be
placed on top. Under the parliamentary
system, the alphabetical order is adopted.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not for the Senate.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: For the
Senate, the position is even worse, because
there we had three sections drawing lots to
determine whose name would be plated at
the top. It is a great advantage to have
one's name at the top of the ballot paper,
because so many people automatically
mark their papers one, two, three, four, five,
six, and so on, right down the list.

Hon. ft. Fraser; The present referendum
figures do not bear out that contention.

Hon. H. S. WY. PARKER: Evidently I
must explain again that the referendum
figures reveal an enormous number of in-
formal votes, which shows how totally dis-
interested so many people are in the questions
putt to them.

Hon. 0. Fraser: But you were speaking
of people marking their papers, one, two,
etc., from the top downwards. Look at the
resultEs of the Commonwealth Referendum.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: A large num-
ber of intelligent people did reverse the
order by voting two and one.

Hon. G. Fraser: Your argument does not
hold water.

The PRESIDENT: Order!I The hon. mem-.
ber must tease interjecting.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Even thes
Prime Minister has submitted that the sysS-
tern is wrong. Yet it is to be perpetuated
in the referendum proposed under this Bill,
and for what purpose? It has been said that
this Bill does not represent a genuine desire
on the part of the Government, and I must
say I am forced to agree with the opinion
that it is not an honest and genuine attempt
on the purt of the Government to bring
about reform. If the Government were
honest in this desire, the first thing for it
to do would be to bring about a readjustment
of the boundaries of the Assembly districts
and Council provinces. Two colleagues and
I. on the Legislative Council franchise and
with voluntary enrolment, represent the
same number of voters as do the whole of
the members of the Ministry who have seats
in the Assembly. Although three of us re-
present the equivalent number of voters of
the whole of the Ministers in the Assembly,

this happens despite the fact that we have
a so-called restricted franchise for this
House.

Hon. C. 13. Williams: Where would you
give extra seats under a redistribution of
the Legislative Council?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER:- The power is
in the hands of the people.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must cease his interjections. He will
have an opportunity to address himself, to
the Bill later.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why pick me when
you allow others to interject?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. B. Williams- You interjected
enough when I was speaking.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Does the hon.
member want to go outside?

Hon. C. B. Williams: You can go outside.

Member Suspended.

The President: As the bon. member will
not behave, I name him.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Other members
have interjected, and yet as soon as I inter-
ject, you jump down my neck.

The Chief Secretary: In view of the fact
that you have named the hon. member, Mr.
President, I have no option but to move-

That the ]Ion. member be suspended for
the remainder of this sitting.

Question put and passed.
(Ron. C. B. Williams left the Chamber,

remarking as he was goiag, ''You interjected
enough during my speech the other night and
made it terribly hard- for me.'J)

Debate Reuned.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The redistribu-
tion of seats is not a matter that I can ds
cuss on this Bill because to do so would be
irrelevant, but until there is a red istribu-
tion, there is no guarantee that a Bill passed
by the Legislative Assembly as at present
constituted and under the existing franchise
would be wholly reasonable. This Bill does
not even give citizens the freedom to decide
whether they will vote or not. It says, "You
shall vote." Everybody over the age of 21
years, including soldiers who are out of the
State and know nothing at all about Gov-



[10 OCTOBER, 1946.3 20

ernuients or politics, are to be required to
vote on a question such as this. To require
that is not right.

I consider that I would not be carrying
out the trust upon which I was elected
if I supported such a measure. Mr. Ben-
netts stated that a number of people had told
him that they wanted the Council to cease to
txist, but he did not say whether those people
had a vote for the Council. What is neces-
sary to qualify for a vote for this Chamber?
A person is required to have only a
very small stake in the country. The quali-
fication is designed so that a stake in the
country amounts to nO More than a mar-
ried man's renting a house. I am quite
aware of the statement that in the timber
milling areas people occupy houses which
are rented to them at such a low figure that
the-y are not qualified to vote for this House.
Have those people a stake in the country,
or are they at liberty to pack their bags at
any time and move elsewhere? The object
of the Legislative Council franchise is to
ensure some stability.

Hon. E. Mf. Heenan: Whose idea was it?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It was the
original idea when the Council was consti-
tuted over 100 years ago, and that idea has
been carried into effect ever since, namely,
that a voter should have a stake in the
Country. It was this Chamber that agreed
to the coming into existence of another place
on a franchise of manhood suffrage. This
House also approved of a Bill making vot-
ing for another place compulsory. We have
realised that error and perhaps two errors,
hut certainly the error of compelling people
to vote. It may also be an error to allow
the vote to people who have no stake in the
country. This country 'was very well gov-
erned when there was only one Chamber.

I certainly believe that before any refer-
endumi is submitted to the people on thb con-
tinuance of the Legislative Council, there
should be a distribution of seats for the As-
sembly to ensure that the Constitution oper-
ates on a truly democratic basis. Further.
we should abolish compulsory voting. We
should allow people who take an interest
in the government of the country to be those
who are entitled to vote. The vote should
be exercised by those people who desire to
be enrolled; people should not be compelled
to vote uinder the pain and penalty of a
fine. Reeently I asked some questions of

the Chief Secretary really to ascertain
whether the Government was serious in put-
ting forward these proposals,

Ron. G. Fraser: Why question the in-
tegrity of the Government all the time?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am not doing
so.

Hon. G. Fraser: Then I could not have
heard what you said.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am explain-
ing that the reason I asked the questions
was to test whether the Government 'was
really serious in this matter. It is strange
that the Government has no estimate of any
sort, size or description as to 'what the talk-
ing of the referendum will cost. Tho
Treasurer has already announced an antici-
pated deficit for the current financial year,
and now he would put the people to the ex-
pense of a referendum without having any
idea of what it will cost.

The Chief Secretary: The cost would de-
pend upon when the referendum was takcen.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: When I asked
the question, the Premier had already said
that the referendum would not be taken at
the time of the general election, and so it
would he a separate vote. Therefore I am
forced to the conclusion that there is no
-really serious desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to hold this referendum. For one
thing it has no money to Spend On a re-
ferendum, and, for another thing, it has not
attempted to ascertain what the east will
be. For the reasons I have given, I am hound
to vote agailnst the second reading.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BIL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMX WI.
Seco'nd Reading.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [.5.281
in moving the second reading said: This Bill
is designed to amend the Road Districts Act
for a specific purpose, namely, to enable
road hoards to spend their revenue or moneys
raised by loan on the acquisition, erection
and management of buildings suitable for the
reception of school children. The Act at
present gives no power to enable a local
authority to spend money for such purposes.
In this payrticular case, the Onowangerup
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Road Board desires to acquire a building for
use as a hostel for children attending school
at that centre. I believe two other centres
have similar ideas in view if the Bill be
passed. The Education Department has set
a limit to the distance over which children
may be conveyed to school by buses of 35
miles per trip.

There is a considerable number of children
living on routes act traversed by buses and
perhaps living a greater distance than 35
miles from a central school. If these hostels
are established, such children will make usc
of them, boarding in the centre during the
school wveek in some cases, and in other cases
perhaps for the whole term, in order that
they may attain a higher standard of edit-
cation than would be available to them in
the little outlying schools. Transport diffi-
culties in many instances would prevent such
children from travelling backwards and for-
wards. No road board would contemplate
going ahead wvith the erection or acquisition
of a building for a hostel unless satisfied that
the area where such hostel was to be estab-
lished was a central school district.

GnLwangerup is a very big centre and fiul-
fils all tb0 requirements of a central school.
Ratepayers would have the right, if it were
decided to proceed with the acquisition or
erection of a hostel, to ask for a poll and if
the proposition were not endorsed by the
people, it would not be undertaken. At
present no road hoard can Submit such
at proposal to its ratepayers because
there is no justification and no legal
right for it to do so under the Road Dis-
tricts Act. Under Section 291 of that Act,
the Onowangecrup Road Board sought minis-
terial approval to raise a loan of £2,000 to
acquire a central hostel and was refused per-
mission. I will read the letter to the road
board. It is, in part, as follows:-

I refer to your letter of the 18th ultinin
making application for ministerial approval
for your board to proceed to raise a loan of
£2,000 for the purpose of erecting a school-
children's hostel ....

I would point out, also, that there ib a
further aspect in this case which your board
will require to take into account in consider-
ing any proposition at Onowangerup. .A
school children's hostel is not quoted speci-
fically am a work on which a local authority
can expend general revenue, and under See-
tion 291 of the Road Districts Act, which
provides authority for the borrowing of money
for works and- undertakings of the board, no
specific mention is made of this or like works.

It is accepted as a general principle that
Governor's approval to a work under Sub-
clause (f )'of this section (''Iany other works
or undertakings whatsoever approved by the
Governor'') is not sought unless the board
is authorized to expend general revenue on
the work concerned. In view of this I amt
not prepared to recommend approval for the
raising of a loan for this purpose.

Hon. A. Thomson: Who signed that?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: It is signed by the
Under Secretary for Works. It is in order
to overcome that obstacle in the Road is-
tricts Act that this Bill is being introduced.
If it is passed, a Toad hoard will have the
right to approach the Governor for approval
to acquire or erect a building as a hostel for
school ehildren and then to submit the mat-
ter to its ratepayers for approval. After
the road board has acquired or erected a suit-
able building, there arises the question of
maintenance. At present, under the Road
Districts Act, no provision is made for main-
tenance or cost of alterations or extension,%

The first clause of the Bill seeks to amend
Section 160 which deals with the expenditure
of revenue by a road board and specifies the
works and undertakings on which the board
may expend revenue, by adding a new sub-
section to Section 160 authorising expendi-
ture for the acquisition or construction of
premises for hostel purposes, and their main-
ttec; and allowing road boards to co-op-
erate in time provision1 of such hostels. The
next clause, which embodies an amendment of
Section 291 of the principal Act, is to give
the road board the power to make by-laws
regulating the establishment, maintenance
and control of hostels. The third clause is
to amend Section 291 which specifies the pur-
pose for which a road board may raise loans.
It seeks to give power for a loan to he
floated by a road board for the construction
or acquisition by purchase or otherwise of
hostels for school children whether such hos-
tels arc within the road board's own district
or in the adjoining district of another board
or municipal council which has co-operated
or intends to unite in the construction or
acquisition of such a hostel.

That is the purpose of the Bill. As mnem-
hers a few days ago agreed to an amend-
ment of the Municipal Corporations Act to
enable the York council in particular to en-
gage in the manufacture of bricks and the
crushing of stone, I do not see howv they can
fail to give support to this measure because
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the educational facilities in the country areas
today arc far behind what they should he.
If a road board is prepared by way of a
loan to acquire or erect hostels such as I have
referred to, then its desire should have the
blessing of this House. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.37]:-
I regret very much that I have to oppose
this Bill for the reason that I hardly think
the provision of school accommodation for
country areas is a matter for local authori-
ties. I do not believe Mir. Loton did his
ease very much good when he said that be-
cause the Chamber agreed that the York
Municipal Council should be allowed to
make bricks, it should now agree to Gao-
wangerup's request to he allowed to borrow
money to provide accommodation for school
children.

It seems to ine that that is a matter for
the Education Department. We have al-
ready seen how the thin end of the wedge
ean be used. If this measure is agreed to,
the chances arc that we will have further
requisitions of Some other kind before long.
I cannot see that this Bill is necessary. f
would far rather that the road hoard made
a grant to the Government as a donation to-.
wards a hostel then that the board should
be' responsible for carrying out the work.
There is not just one road hoard, but 127
road boards in this State and the Bill will
apply to every part of Western Australia.

The Chief Secretary: There is nothing
compulsory about it.

Ron. H. TUCKEY: No, hut there are
many ratepayers who will demand that their
local authorities do work of this kind.

The Chief Secretary: Why shornld they
not if they want to?

Hion. H. TUCKEY: My view is that it
is an educational matter and the responsi-
hility of the Government. I do not think it
is a measure that this House should agree
to.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL,-TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 8th October.

HON. 0. r. BAXTER (East) [&.40]:
There are only two provisions in the Bill.
One I am very pleased to see; and that is
the appointing of the Commissioner of
Stamps to undertake the collection of total-
isator duty. I think all members will agree
to that. The other provision is to alter the
dividend payments. At present they are paid
to the nearest shilling and now it is proposed
to pay them to the nearest 6d. I am not going
to argue about how that applies to the metro-
politan area, but I want to deal with its
application to districts outside that part of
the State. People in those outer areas have
very little amusement. Except in a few
place;, they have only a race meeting oc-
casionally or a trotting meeting, and all that
is left to them apart from that is the play.
ing of cricket or football when they can
get teams.

There arc struggling racing clubs and
trotting clubs in tbe country that very sel-
dom show a profit. Both those sports are
responsible for the development of the
horse-breeding industry, which har, grown
tremendously and has produced very good
horses which are holding their own not only
here hut in the Eastern States as well. The
great encouragement to the breeders is 'the
local race mneeting at which they can educate
the horses. Tracks are provided both for
trotting and galloping and those tracks have
to be kept in order. All that costs money. I
have studied the figures for many years and
I find that even with fractions up to the
nearest shilling, which makes a reasonable
ai-ount available to the clubs, the majority
are losing money, and those concerned have
to put their hands in their own pockets in
order to maintain the sport.

I have placed amendments on the notice
paper to exempt from this measure all clubs
not in the metropolitan area. I have not
had] time to look into the matter, but it may
be that a further amendment will be neces-
sary to define what is the metropolitan area.
Even if the measure is restricted to the
metropolitan area, however, I find from an
analysis of the figures, that the Fremantle
Trotting Club would be put in an impossible
position. A statement issued by the club
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indicates that for the year ended the 31st be substantiated, but what can be sub-
December, 1940, there was a profit of £668,
and for the year ended the 31st December,
1941, there was a profit of £140. That was
at the time the military authorities took over
the grounds. I have a futll statement here,
with which I shall not weary members, but
which shows the position from 1940 up to
date. It discloses that only six meetings
out of a total of 26 would have returned a
profit if totalisator fractions had not been
available. In fact, the resultant net losses
would have been: 1940, £644; 1941, £1,672;
the 1st Jan. to the 31st March, 1942, £C485.
That would mean that if the fractions were
taken away the loss, over that period, would
be £1,776. It would mean that the Fre-
mantle club could not resume trotting. It
has not been racing since the war ended,
and it will not attempt to resume under
those conditionib.

The Chief Secretary: They have been
racing.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, at headquar-
ters, but this applies to the Fremantle
ground. The Ooldfields club, even after
taking the fractions into consideration, made
a loss in the period from October, 1945, to
the 10th August, 1946, of £:1,189, so if the
fractions are taken away trotting will have
to cease in that area, which would be a
serious blow to racing there. As Mr.
Williams said, the Goldfields courses arc a
credit to those concerned. I wish to see
that the people in the country areas have
some sport, but it is evident that if the Bill
goes through without alteration, and with-
out allowing the country districts to retain
the fractions, as at present, they will not be
able to carry on. After all, it does not mean
a great loss of revenue to the Government,
as only the fractions of a shilling are in-
volved.

It has been said that the Kalgoorlie Rac-
inlg Club could well do without the frac-
tions, and that that view was justified on
the score of members' subscriptions, but I
am informed, in reply to an inquiry by tele-
gram, that the number of members is 159
and that the fee is £5 5s. plus £2 2s., plus
14s. tax. Admission to ordinary meetings
costs 5s. 6id. for gentlemen and 2s. 3d. for
ladies, inclusive of tax. Even at that the
results have not been good. The talk about
cheap liquor supplied to members and
cheap meetings on the Goldields cannot

stantiated is the fact that if this Bill
is passed and its operation extended out-
side the metropolitan area, it will be the
death blow to racing and trotting in 90 per
cent. of the centres where those sports are
carried on today. People wvill not put their
hands in their pockets all the time.

During the last few years the public have
become tote-minded in those areas, and it is
a pity that they are not more tote-minded
in the metropolitan area, particularly when
one hears of bookmakers netting a profit of
£4,000 per year. I think people would be
wiser to invest on the tote. I hope that
when we come to the Committee stage mem-
bers wvill take the view that it is not neces-
sary for the operation of this legislation to
be extended to the country areas. I hope
an amendment to that effect will be agreed
to.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East)
[5.50]: I do not see much purpose in pass-
ing the second reading of this Bill. Until now
I have not heard, except in Government
circles, anyone who wants the Bill or its
provisions, or insists that they are necessary.
The average person investing money on the
totalisator does not know whether he is en-
titled to a fraction or not, and never seems
to mind.

Hon. G. Fraser: Have you been amongst
such people at all?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: A little. The extent
of my betting is a ticket oil the tote, and i.
has never worried me as to whether it
should be 5s. or 5s. lid., because it does nol.
often happen. I sometimes wonder on what
advice the Government institutes legislation
of this kind. As to the Trotting Control
Bill of last year, apparently in its judgment
the Government thought that type of con-
trol should be placed on the industry here
but, as the result of the action of this House,
that proposition was not confirmed by the
Royal Commission that was appointed, and
I do not see any good purpose to be served
by this measure. On the contrary I can
foresee a lot of harm resulting.

We must accept the fact that the people
will have this type of organised sport,
whether trotting or galloping, and though
some of us may not appreciate this portion
of it, that we are going to have betting. If
we took action to eliminate racing in this
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State the people would still bet on races in
other States or on dog racing or something
else. At all events, it is certain that betting
will continue. I do not think tbis measure
will benefit anyone very much. The amount
of money involved individually is small, but
in the aggregate it reaches a considerable
sum, which means a great deal to the rac-
ing and trotting clubs. Those organisations
are no longer owned by proprietors, hut are
run for the beneft of the sport, of those
who i ,ndulge in it, and of the public gener-
ally.

Without the support of the general pub-
lic there could be no sport of that nature.
The public, by their patronage, help both
types of sport to a generous extent, and I
do not want to see anything done that will
weaken the position of those eontrolling thea
racing to such an extent that they will not be
able to attract the public as they have been
able to do in the past. Another reason why
I amn not very keen on this legislation is
that, according to the Press, we may shortly
be called upon to deal with a Bill to legalise
off-the-course betting in this State. Should
that measure become law it will weaken the
clubs controlling trotting and galloping in
Western Australia. Once it becomes legal
for those who patronise what are now
known as S.P. shops to do so lawfully,
thousands of them will not take the trouble
to attend race meetings and will not con-
tribute their quota of gate money and per-
centag-es of investments on the totalisator,
that now enables the clubs to finance their
op~erations and-more particularly in regard
to the trotting clubs-to support the horse
breeding industry in this State and to help
the country clubs.

If the House does agree to the second
reading of the Bill I hope the country clubs
will be removed from its scope. While the
position here has been compared with that
existing in certain of the Eastern States, I
say our conditions are not comparable, and
more particularly is that so in the case of the
country areas, owing to the sparsity of
population. Many country clubs are today
providing the form of organised sport that
the public demand. The people do not neces-
snrily insist upon that form of sport but,
as their patronage shows, they do demand
forms of organised sport. This is one of
the sports that they are patronising liber-
ally. If the Bill becomes law and is applied

to the country districts, most country clubs
will have the greatest difficulty in carrying
on.

The Chief Secretary: To which clubs do
you refer?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I refer to those at
Narrogia, Wagin and Katanning. I have
not the figures for all of them, but have some
particulars relating to Wagin. Those clubs
are not money-making concerns and all as-
sociated with them give their services in an
honorary capacity, with the possible excep-
tion of a part-time secretary. Such profit as
they make is used to improve their grounds
or is utilised to provide greater inducement
in the form of stake money. Up to date the
profits have not been great. If we take this
source of income from them, I have yet to
hear of any other practical way in waich
they can raise the money necessary to carry
on.

The Wagin club, for the four meetings
held since the end of the war, has shown a
total profit of £10 18s. 7d., which is not ex-
cessive, and that, too, in view of the fact
that everyone concerned, with the possible
exception of the secretary, has given service
in on honorary capacity. That club's share
of the tote fractions for the four meetings
was £64 10s. 6d. I have not had an op-
portunity to get the figures for Narrogin
and Katanning , but I think the particutars
I have given should be sufficient. In the
circumstances I feel there is not much to
commend the Bill which, to some extent, an-
ticipates other legislation that may be come-
ing forward shortly for the purpose of
legalising betting off the course, which will
have a vital effect on the finances of racing
clubs in this State. I imagine its effect will
be much greater than that of the measure
now before us.

At the moment, I think this legislation wilt
have an adverse effect, particularly with re-
gard to the sport of trotting and the breed-
ing industry. I say that because the control-
ling body-I refer to the W.A. Trotting As-
sociation, which governs trotting in Western
Australia-will not be in a position to main-
tain its subsidies on the same scale as it has
been paying in the past. I am somewhat
afraid that the standard of the sport may
be reduced in consequence of any such re-
duction in the subsidy because there will
not be the incentive to those engaged in
the breeding industry. The measure is not
one that I can view with any favour for the
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reasons I have stated, and particularly be- moriing to ascertain bow a man would fare
cause I think it should follow, rather than
precede, the betting legislation that is to
be introduced. Whatever the House does
at the second reading stage, I trust that if
the Bill is dealt with in Committee, all,
amnendment wvill be moved to exclude the
country areas front its operations.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [6.2]: 1 cannot claim any special
knowledge of the matters dealt with in the
Bill, but I have a very strong feeling that
both onl and off racecourses gambling is in-
dulged in to excess. I have no objection to
a man. having a bet here or a bet there, but
I think betting is indulged in to excess, anl
excess that may well depreciate living stan-
dards in many instances and may possibly
interfere with industry. Of course, we must
reognise that so long as people have large
sums of money at their disposal and no
satisfactory method of spending it, the in-
clination to gamble will increase. In fact,
it is bound to have that effect. All the sam,
I do not think we should pass legislatto:.,
that is likely further to encourage or stimu-
late the tendency. I was rather amused to
rend a couple of items in one of the local
newspapers thle other day. There is this
statement-

In normal times it has been hard to keep
stakes at a level enabling owners to carry
on without having to resort to methods that
-are unsatisfactory to the management and
control.

I do not know exactly what that means. I
hope I am wrong, and that it is my evil
mind that suggests to me that the industry
concerned is one in which it is difficuilt for
people to he honest. As I say, 1 hope I out
wrong.

Honl. H. L. Roche: Perhaps you are right.

Honl. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That news
itemn was followed immediately by another,
which rend-

Steps to protect native populations of
'South-West Pacific Islands from the "1impact
of civilisation'' are to be taken at a Can-
berra conference next January.
I wonder if this is one of the "impacts of
vivilisation" from which it is desired to
prTotect these poor native people. I think
it was; a visitor front China who described
anl Australian racecourse as a place where
"lIoud-voiced gentlemen preyed upon the
simple-winded."1 I went to the trouble this

who btwith the bookmaker and also took
tickets on the totalisator.

H~on. G. Fraser: He would lose, anyhow.
H-on. A. L. Lotou: You ought to know!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: If a man
put 5s. on the tote on the winner in each
race at the Trots last night, he would have
collected 281g. If he had made his bets with
a bookmaker, he would have collected 190s.
I know there are many other things to be
taken into account, but I think it is gener-
ally admitted that the totalisator pays bet-
tor than does the bookmaker. If we work
it out, we must come to the conclusion that
the totalisator returns in dividends to
people who invest money in it 83 per cent.
of thle money they invest. Bookmakers cer-
tainly return less-shlall we say, 75 per
cent 9  The Charities sweeps return only
51 per cent. Thus, in trying to benefit the
investors onl the tote, we are actually con-
ferring it upon the mall who is really the
best o ff of all punters.

Hon. G. Fralser: He does not think so.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That is
the position.

Ron. W. J. M1ann: You are not setting
up a system, I hope.

Honl. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Not quite.
I sympathise with the friend of Mr. Wil-
lianis who invested s. and received only 4s.
back. What will the Bill, if passed, do for
thalt man? The most he can get back under
its provisions will be 4s. 6d. In many in-
stances, he will still get only 4s. back be-
cause the fraction will be less than Od. If
we pass the legislation, the unfortunate
punter will get, on an average, another 3d.
Instead of losing is. on his bet, he wvill lose
only 9d. A matter of 3d. may be worth
bothering about, but I do not know that
there is such a terrible lot in it.

Hon. G. Fraser: Only a few thousand
pounds.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I hope that
the Minister, when replying to the debate,
wvill answer a question for me. He may find
it difficult, because it has always been re-
cognised that frequently Acts of Parliament
have had different effects from those antiel-
pated. I would like the Minister to answer
this question: Will this Bill encourage and
increase gambling on racecourses or will it
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discourage and decrease gambling? His
answver will help me a good deal in coming
to a conclusion as to whether or not I can
vote for the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adj~ourned.

House adjourned at 6.7 pa.

lIjesisfatibe ~sebu
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

LAND SALES.
As to Basi6 for Prices.

Mr. MIeLARTY asked the Premier:
1, In view of-

(a) the fact that the 10th February,
1942, was the time of the fall of Singa-
pore anid a general feeling of insecurity
resulting in land sales being depressed,
and

(b) the fact that since that time the
purchasing power of the Australian. El
has depreciated,

does the Government consider that values at
the 10th February, 1942 should now con-
tinue to he taken as the basis for sales con-
sented to by the Sub-Treasury?

2. If not, what action has the Government
taken, or will it take, to have this altered?

The PREMIER replied:

1, No.

2, A case was presented by me at the Pre-
mier's Conference asking for the date to
be as at September, 1939, or to allow for
this State at least a 15 per cent. variation
on 1942 figures. I understand the matter is
being considered by the Commonwealth
Government.

RAILWAYS.

As to Wheat Haulage and Use of A.S.G.
Engines.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways:

1, Is he aware that all wheat transported
by rail in this State has been diverted to the
flour mills, thus depriving stock owners of
wheat to feed stock?

2, Is he aware that the wheat transported
by the railways has fallen from 6,009 odd
tons a week to a little over 3,000 tons a
week?

3, Is this shrinkage caused by-
(a) lack of rolling stock?
(h) by the refusal of the employees to

use the Garratt engines?
4, Of the Garratt engines on hand, how

many arc today-
(a) in actual use;
(b) in sheds or yards and not being

used?7
5, Have the alterations to make them ser-

viceable as recommended by the Royal Com-
missioner been effected to any of the Garralt
engines? If so, how many?

6. Is he aware that owing to the shrink-
age in the amount of wheat being trans-
ported by the railways, countries to the
north of Australia are faced with a flour
famine?

7, Does he know that some of the flour
mills have had to stop work through the
lack of wheat to grist?

8, In view of the near approach of the
harvest, what steps is the department taking
to-"

(a) Increase the rate of -wheat haulage
sufficiently to enable it to transport the
present minimum requirements of 6,000
odd tons a 'week, and to provide--


